
 

 

General Assembly Meeting 
February 18, 2026 

12 -1pm 
                In person: Gatton Student Center –  
                Executive Boardroom 375 

 Remote: https://uky.zoom.us/j/82101272243 
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1. Opening Remarks 
2. Call to Order (President: Edward Olajide) 
3. Attendance 
4. Updates and Reports (as applicable) 

a. President & Vice President – Edward Olajide and Maisy Webster 
• Graduate and Professional Students Appreciation Week (GPSAW) 

o Tentatively scheduled for the week of 4/20/26 
o If you would like to volunteer to be part of the planning committee, please use this 

link: GPSAW Committee Sign Up.xlsx 

• Research Support (prints) 
o We will offer free poster printing through RICOH on campus for a limited number of 

graduate students through the end of the semester on a first-come, first-served basis 
o Logistics are being finalized, application to be announced ASAP 

b. Chief of Staff and Operations – Deepti Adhikari 
• Professional students + postdocs event 

c. Treasurer – Kameron Cox 
• Promotional Items- order will be finalized within the next week 

d. Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee – Eyitayo Akomolafe and Shabnam Ghorbani 
• Paint and Sip- thank you all for a successful event last week! 

• Upcoming events: 

o Grad Reboot event (10-minute chair massages, free food) tentatively planned for 

3/25/26 

e. Institutional Advocacy Committee – Megan Hall 
• Regalia Rentals 

o Application for May 2026 graduations opens this coming Monday (2/23) at 9:00am 

§ Application link: https://uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_esM5CVDWUUwykui 

o We will have PhD robes available this year! We will have at least 10 sets available, 

additional robes may be available at a later date which will be announced 

• Survey analysis 

o Results will be shared at the March and/or April meetings 

f. External Affairs Committee – Adrianne Caudill and Olivia Koshute 

https://uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_esM5CVDWUUwykui


 

General Assembly Meetings are open to the public 
Any questions or concerns – gsc@uky.edu 

 

• Visit to Frankfort- thank you to all who participated and made this a successful trip! 

• Tax Filing- reminder that you must file your tax return by April 15, 2026.  

o The College of Law offers appointments for free tax assistance. More information 

here: https://law.uky.edu/about-us/volunteer-income-tax-assistance-vita 

• One Big Beautiful Bill details 

o Please see report prepared by Matthew Morphew for more information (attached) 

g. Professional Development & Networking Committee – Victor Ugwuegbu 

• Life After Grad School tentative events: 

o From Grad School to Business Owner: Getting Started with the SBA (Mon 3/23) 

o Your Next Chapter: Understanding Post-Grad Immigration Pathways (Tues 3/24) 

o Negotiating a Salary (Weds 3/25) 

o Exploring Entrepreneurship After Grad School (Thurs 3/26) 

o Life After Grad School: Networking Night at Goodfellas (Thurs 3/26) 

h. International Student Concerns Committee – Amanda Gyesi 

• April events- planning for April picnic celebration open to all graduate students 

5. Open Floor/Discussions 
6. Meeting Close 
 
 
 

https://law.uky.edu/about-us/volunteer-income-tax-assistance-vita


One Big Beautiful Bill ~ Student Loan Restructuring 
I believe that one area of interest for graduate and professional students            

who must obtain licensure within their chosen field of study would be interested to know about  
immediate changes that will take place pertaining to student funding beginning this summer, July  
1st, 2026.  Depending on a student's chosen field, a graduate student will be capped at borrowing  
$20,500 for one academic year and $100k over a lifetime as a graduate student. Professional  
students are capped much higher at $50k for one academic year and $200,000 over their lifetime. 
There is now a “Total Lifetime Cap” that states students may not borrow more than a combined 
amount of $257,000 over the course of a lifetime for both undergraduate and graduate / 
professional degrees all together. This is based on what field the student has chosen to enter and 
how much that field is purportedly supposed to earn, and, respectively, be able to pay back over 
one’s life.  

The One Big Beautiful Bill Act states that they have eradicated the Grad Plus  
Loan for graduate and professional students insinuating that colleges and universities were 
taking advantage of "students" and the Federal Student Aid department of the government by 
having knowledge that the government's Gad Plus Loan would fund practically any amount a 
student needed in covering the full Cost of Attendance (COA) while in a program, regardless of 
the field of study. The academic establishments, according to the new bill, were then hiking up 
graduate school costs and reaping the benefits. If you are currently borrowing under the Grad 
Plus Loan, and already have funds dispersed before July 1st, 2026, you will be allowed to 
continue under the old, unlimited, amount for up to three additional years, or through you 
complete your current program of study.  

While new legislation does state that it had students in mind, the main concern for 
students not being able to pay them back, based on what their potential career field will earn, 
though the outcome seems to mainly protect potential monetary loss that may or may not be paid 
back. The idea behind that though is to protect the individual student from themselves by 
preventing him or herself from incurring unmanageable debt that he / she “wouldn’t be able to” 
pay back.  

When there have been, and currently are, mass labor shortages in areas such as education 
which require licensure, like those required of professional Students law, healthcare, and others; 
certain administrative coding and arbitrary judgments are potentially exacerbating and  
enabling that same issue by preventing affected graduate students the funding necessary to assist 
in closing the gap. The end result could potentially have graduate and professional students 
seeking out other means by which to fund their education; leading to banks and third-party 
lenders that utilize exponentially higher interest rates that would marginally allow a student to 
pay down the  principal balance over the long-term life of a loan, leaving that student in a higher 
debt ratio compared to nominal interest rates with the Fed at 7.94% for Direct Unsubsidized 
Loans for graduate and professional students, and 8.94% for those under the current Direct Plus 
Loan. (Current interest rates as stated by 
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/loans/interest-rates, 01/31/26).   01/31/26           1.  
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 There are new repayment options available that have been written into the new        
bill, which does provide options for those students not willing to seek out third-party lenders. 
After July 1st, 2026, new borrowers will have two options to choose from after graduation. The 
first of these is the Standard Repayment Plan of 10, 15, 20, and 25 years, and is based on your 
total amount borrowed. The second option is the Repayment Assistance Plan, or (RAP), the new 
Income-Driven Repayment Plan, or (IDR), which will now base payments between 1% and 10% 
of your Adjusted Gross Income, or (AGI); with a minimum of $10.00 payments being the least 
amount you could possibly be being every month. All other existing repayment plans: (ICR), 
(PAYE), and (SAVE) are planned to phase out by July 1st of 2028, which will require borrowers 
to then switch to the new repayment options. As always, students may look for all available 
fellowships, grants, scholarships, and work-study opportunities by communicating with financial 
aid advisors and researching funding options online.  
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